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of nonsense-syllables that we had once learned; but we should
certainly find, if we tried, that fewer repetitions were required
to relearn the series, thus^proving the existence and activity
of dispositions resulting from the first learning. Here there is
nothing that could be called memory. If, however, on the
later occasion we recognized the series as the one we learned
before, our experience would come under the heading of
memory. Recognition is the first manifestation of mneme
that we can call memory, for in it we have that explicit
reference to the past which we have seen to be necessary.
Implicit reference to the past is insufficient. For example,
a puppy at whom stones have been thrown need not be
supposed to recognize on a future occasion the boys who
stoned him : his behaviour implies no more than an implicit
reference to a previous experience. But true recognition, let
us repeat, implies an apprehension of the relation between
present and past experiences.
—• If we could recall our nonsense-syllables without seeing
them again we should have a form of memory higher than
recognition. Memory proper consists in the recollection of
previous experiences as they occurred. We have a memory
experience when we think again of an object previously
thought of and realize that we are doing it; and accuracy of
memory consists in thinking of it as it was thought of on the
previous occasion.
A simple illustration may help to crystallize the distinctions
among these various grades of mneme and memory. Suppose
that I am reading a difficult treatise on philosophy, and am
failing to understand what I read. I am interrupted, shut
the book, and put it aside. When I resume my reading I do
not know where I left off, so I start at a likely place; after
reading a page I come to a passage that I recognize as having
been read before. What effect had the previous reading of
this page on me when I fail even to recognize it on a second
reading? It must at least have made the second reading
easier in virtue of the dispositions, feeble perhaps, that it left
behind. Now, if I am determined to master the abstruse
passage I shall read it again and again, and soon get to the

